INSTRUMENT CARE SHEET

· Always hold the instrument carefully.  Always be standing/sitting in either “rest position” or “playing position.”

· Make sure the bridge is always straight and upright.  If it is not, do not adjust it yourself.  Have your teacher adjust it for you.

· Clean the instrument with a soft cloth to remove extra rosin.  Do not use cleaning products or water.

· Do not touch the hair of the bow.

· Do not tighten the bow excessively.

· Loosen the bow using the screw after playing.

· Place the instrument and bow inside the case safely and securely after playing.

· Always be sure to open and close the case from the top only and when it is flat on the surface.  Do not open or shut the case from the bottom (where the instrument rests) or when it is on its side.  This will prevent the instrument from falling out of the case.

· Leave the instrument in a space with a dry, moderate climate.  Do not leave the instrument in the car, garage, or any other place where it will be subjected to extreme cold or heat.

· If any part of the instrument breaks or is damaged during practice, do NOT attempt to fix the instrument yourself.  Put the instrument back in its case, and bring it to the teacher for attention.

· Leave your instrument at home on non-lesson days.

· Please do not eat or drink near your instrument, including water.

· Do not run with your instrument.

· Instruments should only be out of their cases during practice time or lesson time.

· Only teachers, parents or guardians and students should handle the instrument.  Siblings, friends, and others should not be entrusted with the instrument.

· The instrument should be handled with extreme care at all times, even when in the case.  Be sure that the instrument and case are not knocked or dropped.

